This is one of a series of activity cards
and fact sheets designed to inspire

orchard themed activities

Fruits of Red Rose Forest
Natural Dyeing

There are [0ads Of plants that Canh be used to make natural dyes. Some of these Cah
be found in your orChard. This is just meant to be a simple introduction, much more
information Cah be found in specCialist books and on the internet.
There are two main types of dyes:
Nonh- Mordant (substantive dyes) Here the colour goes direcCtly onto the wool /
FabriC with no preliminary preparation.
Mordant Dyes (adjecCtive dyes) The fibre to be dyed has to reCeive some preparation
before it Cah absorb the colour —This is Called mordanting. The mordant is mixed
with water, then the fibres are soaked in this mixture prior to dyeing.
Four main mordants are used:
1LAlum  (Potassium Aluminate Sulphate) This is the most Commonly used.
2.Tin Chiefly used when bright shades of red and yellow are wanhted for

wool and Silk — hot suitable for linen and cotton.
3.Chrome Bichromate of Potash generally used
4.Jron Ferrous Sulphate or Copperas. Tends to darken and dull colours.

Prepartion of the Dye-bath

DyestuffFs are generally put into cold water and heated slowly. Big pieces should be
broken up first. Some benefit from being soaked before heat is applied. Powders
must be fully dissolved. Twigs or bark or other bits ahd pieces which may get sharled
up in the yarn should be strainhed out before Yarh is added. Heat till color is released
into the bath, then allow to Cool slightly.

Dyeing Wool

Wool is easier to dye thah Cotton Or |inenh as the fibres are softer and easier to dye. It
must be first washed to remove fat and dirt, then rinsed until it runs Clear. It Cah be
mordanted whilst Still wet. Ensure that it is Stirred gently in the dyestuff so that it
does not felt up. It is worth remembering that the dye is stronger and more Vivid
when the dyestuff is freshly picked and that the colour of the wool is darker whilst it
iSs wet thah when it is dried.

1. Mordant the Wool as required and submerge it in the dyebath.

2. [Leave wool in dyebath until desired shade achieved.

3. Remove and squeeze out excess liguor. Wash and rinse until the water runs Clear.
4. FOor some colours — especCially red and Yellow, a hot soap bath brightens and sets the
colour.

5, DrYy the wool. It Cah how be used for felting, spihnhing, weaving — whatever!



Natural Dyeing — Dyestuff table
These are just some of the materials that Cah be used. The table shows amounts and

mordants to use, as well as the end colour.

TRemember that every Kind Of planht iS @ product Of itS geographiC envirohment — yours

will be unhique to your Ssite on that day!
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e+ involved

If you would like more information, please contact Red Rose Forest:

0161 872 1660

t.

team@redroseforest.co.uk

redroseforest



