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      ICF NEWS RELEASE 007/10
Institute of Chartered Foresters Welcomes Coalition Commitment to a Million More Trees
The Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF) has welcomed new government plans to undertake a national tree planting campaign, but urges that it must be supported by effective tree management.

In plans revealed in the new governments "The Coalition: Our Programme for Government", released on May 20th, Prime Minister David Cameron renewed an election commitment to launching a tree planting campaign to increase the number of trees in Britain's towns and cities by planting up to a million new trees within the term of the new parliament.

Commenting on the campaign,  Dr Mark Johnston FICFor, Fellow of the ICF and co-author of Trees in Towns II, said: "Overall this is great news! We should welcome more trees in our towns and cities but this has to be supported by a commitment to effective tree management and research."

Bill MacDonald FICFor, President of the ICF, continued: “We welcome this initiative towards greener towns and cities, which stands to benefit us all and help future generations understand and appreciate the value of trees. It is very important that we protect and manage existing urban trees and make sure that we design our towns and cities to be tree friendly. With cuts to public finance it is vital that tree professionals working on the front line in our towns and cities are given the support they need to ensure the Prime Minister’s promise succeeds.”
-Ends-

Pictures: (1) Dr Mark Johnston FICFor, co-author of Trees in Towns II
                 (2) Bill MacDonald FICFor, President of the Institute of Chartered Foresters.
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Notes to Editor
1. The Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF) is incorporated by Royal Charter as the only professional body in the UK to award chartered status to those working in forestry and arboriculture.
2. After passing the Institute’s annual professional exams to gain chartered status, its members are designated MICFor (member).  To qualify for professional membership of the Institute applicants must hold a relevant forestry or arboriculture degree and must demonstrate at least two years relevant experience working within the forestry and arboriculture industries.

3. Later in their career they can apply to become a Fellow (FICFor) of the Institute.  The Institute of Chartered Foresters is also licensed to the Society of the Environment to award the Chartered Environmentalist (CEnv) status to professional ICF members.
4. Published on Feb 18  2008, Trees in Towns II  assesses the effectiveness of tree management in urban areas in England. It identifies changes since earlier surveys, including Trees in Towns published in 1993. It includes information on the quality and quantity of trees; local authority resources and practices in managing urban trees; and the recruitment and skills of local authority tree managers. The report is intended to support those engaged in establishing policies and setting appropriate levels of resource to plan, develop, and manage robust urban tree populations. The executive summary can be downloaded from:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/treesintownsii
5. Dr Mark Johnston FICFor  is the MSc course leader and Research Fellow at Myerscough College. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Foresters, a Chartered Arboriculturist, Fellow of the Institute of Horticulture, Fellow of the Arboricultural Association, and Member of the International Society of Arboriculture. Mark has some thirty-five years experience in the arboricultural and forestry industries, including working as a contractor, a Tree Officer in local government and a consultant in private practice. He has initiated and managed a number of major urban forestry projects in both Britain and Ireland and has extensive international experience. He holds a PhD in urban forestry from the University of Ulster and has gained international recognition for his research and project work in this field. In 2007 he was awarded the MBE for services to the development of urban forestry in Britain.
